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sometimes (but at longer intervals) a Lord of the Admiralty
or Commissioner of the Treasury. But now he was turned
forty, and romance was waiting* A riding accident unseated
him outside a hospitable house in Dublin. His host pos-
sessed a daughter; and the languid gaw of the reviving
nobleman rested upon the pleasing features of Miss Moe,
Since the young lady's father (described by later malice as a
hatter) had been at Harrow and she was closely related to a
director of the Bank of England, she was scarcely a beggar
maid. But the exigencies of romance wore amply satisfied
by their unpremeditated meeting. The afflicted Viscount
soon revealed the impetuous widower; and early in 1783
they were united at Bath, Since the bride'$ family came
from the West of England, the bridegroom's, as has !>een
told, from Warwickshire, there was little danger of cxfxising
any small sprig of the Irish nobility (should there Ix? one) to
the imputation of Irish blood, So his new lady played
hostess with eager aptitude, and portraits of smiling Mees
hung gratified among dark Temples on the wait at
Broadlands.

Their marriage did not withdraw the Viscount from the
world. He was, he had always been a man for dubs*
Early a member of the Catch Club, he had once entertained
Mr. Gibbon at " a great dinner of Catches/1 But in the
first summer after marriage he sustained a grave reverse.
One evening at Hampstead his name was proposed to The
Club at dinner and, contradictnt* Samuel Johnson, was
rejected. Perhaps the Viscount never knew it; since
shortly afterwaixis his tremendous supporter overcame all
opposition, the ban was removed, and he became a member,
In the next year he came to town to give his annual sitting
to Sir Joshua Reynolds, and on an autumn day in 1784 the
Viscount had his heir.